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Dear Friends,

Welcome to the 21st issue of “Worlds of Experience”, dedicated to the “Youth and the
Disabled ”.

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was adopted on 13 December
2006 and entered into force on 3 May 2008. It is the first comprehensive human rights treaty
of the 21st century with an explicit social development dimension. According to UN statistics
there are an estimated 650 million persons living with disabilities in the world today. If one
includes the members of their families, there are approximately 2 billion persons who are
directly affected by disability, representing almost a third of the world’s population.

Volunteers’ Voices provides eye-opening stories from young volunteers’ experiences in
working with and for persons with disabilities. A volunteer from Uganda in Switzerland has
learnt so much from her experience that “my future plan is to start a home for people with
disabilities in my country “; a German volunteer in New Zealand found a new family in
community with able-bodied and disabled and has been enjoying each day, while a qualified
young Indian nurse working at a centre of the Leonard Cheshire Disability describes an
exciting day with the residents.

A Swiss volunteer in Ecuador realised that lack of sympathy and disrespect for disabled
people if found both in the Ecuadorian and Swiss societies and hopes that we will learn “ to
face this people not as disabled, but as people with other abilities” and applies this lesson to
the intercultural process ,,. ...Only if we are open ourselves to different people or people who
see the world with other eyes, we are able to expand our own horizon.” A young Ugandan in
the UK, working in a centre supporting disabled people in their homes reports on the
importance of the UN Convention and recalls the Commonwealth Disabled Peoples'
Conference, held in Kampala, Uganda, in 2007, reminding all of us that Remember:
“Disability is not Inability”. Finally, a German volunteer, with no previous experience, working
with kids with severe disabilities in CRI, describes how she reacted at the beginning and
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says that after having spent half a year in her project, now she “could not be happier”!

News from Int'l Organisations feature, among others: the Marking of the IYV+10 in 2011
which aims to showcase the diversity, breadth and depth of volunteering worldwide; the
2010-European Year for combating Poverty and Social exclusion; and the declaration of the
2010-2011 International Year of Youth on Dialogue and Mutual Understanding.

News from NGOs reports on: the upcoming Global Youth Service Day on 23-25 April 2010;
The 5th World Youth Congress (Istanbul, Turkey) on Youth and Development, 31 July- 13
August 2010; and the recently launched global competition for original songs by young
musicians on the theme of anti-corruption and good governance.

ICYE Programme News, amongst others, feature: the ICYE 60th Anniversary celebration at
the General Assembly held in New Zealand; the results of the Federation’s ongoing
evaluation that shows a high degree of satisfaction from ICYE participants; initiatives to
reduce CO2 emissions caused by ICYE's distinct activities; the final evaluation of the EVS
project in EU, Moldova and Russia on “Youth volunteering in social welfare”; and two
publications stemming from the EVS project involving 35 volunteers from European, African
and Asian countries on “Youth and Children Rights” and “Youth and the environment”.

In hope that you'll find the reading interesting and enjoyable, we would like to encourage
readers to send us their articles and pictures for the next issue of “Worlds of Experience”,
which will be dedicated to “Youth and Development” and will be published at the end of
June 2010.

Please send your contributions to icye@icye.org, before 31 May 2010.

Warmest wishes!
ICYE International Office
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VOLTUNTEERS VOICES
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More on “Youth and Disability”
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Young Voices on Disability

& $J $)%) $ $
! ) "N ) )
)L %) )) )"

) ) ( )) ¥
) ) " %) WS )

) $ "8 ¥ "

) )" ) 8 "))
$) ) )

) $ $ D) )

" ) '$ N
) #C (. C (. (

I (>) (B (* (% (.

2,0 (s ) v

)7> 1

(&N
e
- &P

NH7ZIM ) $-
$71)0!0CO0 7 ) 7PJ ) $




News From International Organizations
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“A major outcome of the Year (2001) has been a
collective recognition by Governments of the role
and contribution of voluntary action and of the need
to adopt strategic approaches to enhancing the
environment for such action to flourish. Global
trends towards greater self-help, decentralization,
participatory democracy and networking are all
having an impact on citizen participation, and
volunteerism is one defining characteristic. The
challenge now is to consolidate successes
attained, build on the momentum created by the
Year and move the volunteer agenda forward.”

European Year
for Combating
21013# & ( ' )
$ %
D )E ()
) : ) * (
) & ,")$
) 2 ) X
") ) )
$ ! ) ) ) (
$ ) "% %)
) ) )) ) )
) I 1#4( ! F
" #

N#H7M $ ) ) 7TA$S

Moving Towards a

Climate Nautral UN

Moving Towards a Climate Neutral UN:
The UN System’s Footprint and Efforts to
Reduce It
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ICYE STAFF NEWS

New ICYE National Correspondents

Ecuador — Gina Cicerone (Ms)
South Africa — Deline Van Boom (Ms)
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