
No. 13 (February/March 2007)

I N D E X

EDITORIAL

VOLUNTEERS VOICES on
“Youth Volunteering and Intercultural
Dialogue”

News From International
Organizations

ð·ð A new generation of EU
programmes

ð·ð Register for Act! Speak! Build!
ð·ð UNICEF Voices of Youth: “Girls:

Protected and Empowered”
ð·ð New Website for European year

2007
ð·ð UNESCO – Fight for Peace

Dossier

News From NGOs
ð·ð United Network of Young

Peacebilders
ð·ð How can theatre be used in

response to HIV/AIDS?
ð·ð “Safe Passages to Adulthood”

Programme
ð·ð What are the greatest problems

faced by the world today?
ð·ð Becoming One with the

Environment
ð·ð CIVICUS Youth Assembly 2007

ICYE PROGRAMME NEWS
ð·ð World tourism Forum –

Destinations 2006
ð·ð International Volunteer Day and

Walk for Peace 2006
ð·ð ICYE Kenya at World Social

Forum
ð·ð Intercultural Dialogue

Conference and Exhibition
ð·ð “10 Years of Solidarity and

Active Citzenship”
ð·ð TC Active Citizenship in Youth

Work
ð·ð TC on Volunteer Management

in International Youth
Organizations

ð·ð “Youth United Against Violence”
ð·ð ICYE and EVS Program 2007 –

2013
ð·ð In Memorian of Rev. Sim-Kian

Lim

ICYE FEDERATION STAFF NEWS

ICYE CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Dear Friends,

Welcom e to the 13th issue of the I CYE Federat ion’s Newslet ter,
focussing on ” Youth Volunteering and I ntercultural Dialogue” .

Ant icipat ing 2008, the European Year of I ntercultural Dialogue, “Worlds
of Experience” presents test im onials of I CYE volunteers that illust rate
how intercultural dialogue can cont ribute to “bet ter living” am ong
people of different cultures. The ever- increasing cultural diversity of
our societ ies dem ands renewed and m ore targeted efforts to int roduce
intercultural dialogue where it m at ters m ost , that is in schools and
(non- form al) educat ion program m es, at work but also in leisure,
cultural, and civil society organisat ions.

Volunteers’ voices bring in a refreshing perspect ive on how dialogues
between cultures and the living together in “ the spaces in between”
cultures can be a unique learning, eye-opening and life changing
experience. “ I have wanted to be a sponge absorbing as m uch
inform at ion and perspect ive in the Moroccan way of life” says a Brit ish
volunteer; a Costa Rican volunteer in Finland realises that “ it is in a
foreign count ry that you really start to value m ore your own culture,
and want to know m ore about it ” . Or as put by a Germ an volunteer in
Costa Rica, in a m ore int rospect ive m ode: “ I ntercultural learning is not
just related to part icular cultural expressions, but m ore to oneself as
you go through the difficult learning process of adapt ing to a different
culture”

News from I nternat ional Organisat ions features, am ong others: UNI CEF
Voices of Youth on every gir l’s r ight to be protected and em powered;
the new website for the “2007 European Year of Equal Opportunit ies for
All” , and the UNESCO – Fight For Peace Dossier. NGOs News reports on
the: Peace I t Together News by the United Network of Young
Peacebuilders; Sm all Grants for young people through the "Be the
Change! " Program m e (BTC!) of Peace Child I nternat ional; and CI VI CUS
Youth Assem bly 2007.

I CYE news reports on the part icipat ion of: I CYE Brazil at the ” World
Tourism Forum -Dest inat ions 2006 “ ; I CYE Kenya at the World Social
Forum 2007; and of the I CYE I nternat ional Office at the celebrat ion of
EVS’ 10 th Anniversary. These are followed by reports on Training
Courses on Act ive Cit izenship in Youth Work, Volunteers Managem ent
and Youth Against Violence, held respect ively in Georgia, Moldova and
Guatem ala. This issues ends with a t r ibute to the late Rev. Sim -Kian
Lim , founder of I CYE Taiwan.

I n the hope that you will enjoy the reading, please note that the next
issue of “Worlds of Experience” , to be published at the end of June
2007, will focus on “Youth Act ive Cit izenship” . Please em ail your
cont ribut ions, in form of art icles/ pictures, to icye@icye.org before 31
May 2007.

Warm est regards!
I CYE I nternat ional Office

This and previous issues of “Worlds of Experience” can be viewed and
downloaded from : www.icye.org
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Having t ea in Azer baij an

We are Tiina Ynnilä and Jvan Yadzani, EVS
Volunteers from Finland and I taly with I CYE in
Baku, Azerbaijan, the count ry of fire, on the
coast of the Caspian Sea.

Why did we chose Azerbaijan? Mainly because
we knew very lit t le about this count ry and we
wanted to find out about the Muslim religion
and its Turkish related language.

 

„Youth Volunteering and Intercultural Dialogue”

VOLTUNTEERS VOICES

A Fr ench speaking English gir l
in Mor occo

As a French speaking English gir l that eats
with her hands, fasts during Ram adan and
scrubs alongside the best of them at the
local ham m am (public baths) I have started
to define a different m ould that is perceived
to be the white European in Morocco. I have
so far spent two m onths in Rabat in the
north of Morocco and am now at m y project
in an orphanage in Agadir in the South. I
concent rate m y efforts with the children
giving them English and French support
lessons, individual hom ework and open
discussions usually leading to the quest ion
whether I am a Madam e or Madem oiselle. I
part icipate in organising and execut ing
act ivit ies and out ings, usually to the beach
for the youngest abandoned children and
have enjoyed im m ensely the t im es when
the children run to m e in search for a kiss
or a cuddle.
Being able to live in a host fam ily in Rabat
has allowed m e to learn and cont inue to
learn so m uch about the culture from a fly
on the wall perspect ive and also as being
able to becom e part of a com m unity where
people have grown to know m e and accept
m e, well nearly, as one of them . My
invitat ion to rejoin the fam ily for the Eid
Kabir, the Muslim equivalent of Christm as
has been one of m y best experiences. This
is where Moroccans gorge a sheep on the
terrace and spend three days with the
fam ily eat ing various parts, including the
eyes, intest ines and other parts ‘hanging’
around as well as dancing, singing and
generally have a jolly good t im e.
I f I am frankly honest I have t ried to
im m erge m yself in the life here as
com pletely as I can. I have wanted to be a
sponge absorbing as m uch inform at ion and
perspect ive in the Moroccan way of life that
I have to adm it that the cultural exchange
at t im es has been m ost ly one-sided.

I have to often quest ion m yself about how
certain things would be done in England and
equally how other things like t ransport ing a
sheep in the luggage sect ion of a coach would
never be done in England, nor would six in a
norm al taxi or the head of a cam el hanging
outside the local kebab house.
At t im es I succeed in com m unicat ing in Arabic
and actually feel like I actually know what ’s
going on, but often outside the work or fam ily
environm ent Morocco has a different side. Life
on the st reet sees children left to sniff glue
and beg for food at the ages as young as six.
Som e people st ill believe that the fem ale role
is fixed firm ly in the hom e leaving any lone
fem ale subject to verbal hassle which has
discouraged m e from travelling alone. On the
other hand the Moroccan people, in general,
are som e of the warm est and m ost hospitable
people that I have ever m et . They welcom e
you into their hom es with arm s wide open,
feed and water you with copious am ounts of
m int tea and are always willing to help if ever
there is a problem . I hope that m y t im e here
cont inues to be as eye-opening, excit ing and
adventurous as the journey so far has been.

Sian Johnson, Brit ish volunteer in Morocco.

Sian w i t h t h e f am i ly d u r in g Eid Kab i r
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Since Septem ber 2006, we work at the
UNHCR Refugee Wom en and Youth Cent re,
teach English, arts, com puter skills, and
carry out act ivit ies with refugee children,
young people and wom en, m ost ly from
Chechnya, Afghanistan, I ran, I raq and
Pakistan. The refugees live around in Baku
and at he to at tend language lessons,
vocat ional t raining, use internet and the
library, and to m eet others.
Azerbaijan is a count ry of cont rasts: big
Hum m ers and a lot of sm all Ladas; big
Caucasian m ountains, and dry and plain
sem i-desert areas. Azerbaijan is an oil- r ich
Post -Soviet count ry, which is heading to the
West . High am ount of corrupt ion and the
un-solved Nagorno-Karabakh conflict are
bothering the State. Azerbaijan is a Muslim
count ry, but quite lax one. Azerbaijan is an
exot ic m ixture of east and west .
At the m id- term evaluat ion with other EVS
volunteers in Tbilisi, Georgia, I was
surprised that I started feeling hom esick,
hom esick of Azerbaijan! What did we m iss:
1. the Azeri language, which we started to
learn; 2. our kind Azeri fr iends, who are
very warm and hospitable, and cont inuously
keep on asking how we are doing; 3.
drinking tea. Azeris drink a lot of tea! 4. the
pictures of the presidents! I n Azerbaijan
you can find a picture of form er or current
president everywhere; on the st reets, in the
offices, and even in the desert .

The best thing we have experienced has
been m eet ing the refugees, sharing
hum anity, and the feeling that the work
that we are doing can really be im portant .
I t has offered us a unique opportunity to
understand why these refugees have left
their hom e, how they are living now, and
what their prospects are for the future. This
project has given us a great and concrete
opportunity to t ry to m ake things bet ter.

Tiina Ynnilä, Finnish -  Jvan Yadzani, I talian.
Volunteers in Azerbaijan

Moi! Hola!

My nam e is Suvi Aut iosaari, I ’m a volunteer
from Finland. I ’m 19 years old and I have
been working in Puebla, Mexico for six
m onths. Although I lived with a host fam ily,
and I really liked living there, I prefer to write
about m y voluntary work placem ent , because
that ’s where I have had m y m ost im portant
intercultural learning experiences. That ’s also
where I ’ve experienced the st rongest feelings
I ’ve had here and where I have m y best
m em ories.

My project is called Fundación JUCONI , and I
was working in one of their "houses" called
Cent ro Juconi with children at risk of being
st reet children. The project is behind one of
the biggest (and poorest ) m arket places here
in Puebla called Mercado Hidalgo and m y
children were kids from this m arket place:
their fam ilies sell things in the m arket place
and can bring their children to the project so
that they aren’t in the st reet all the t im e. All
this fam ilies have som e kind of problem s:
alcoholism , young/ teenage parents, single
m om s, fam ilies with m ore than 10 children,
etc. I was taking care of kids between 3 and 6
years old with one teacher and another
volunteer worker. Our job was to play with
them , teach them num bers and to som e of
the older ones let ters, help them to work with
different kinds of m aterial, give them
breakfast or lunch and also all the care that
they were not receiving at hom e.

I n the beginning everything was rather
difficult for m e: I hardly knew any Spanish
and could not understand what the kids were
saying, and to get them to respect m e. But
lit t le by lit t le I learned how to handle the kids,
what st r ings to pull, to be pat ient with them ,
to t ry to understand them and basically just
to learn how to talk to them and to be around
them . The m ost im portant thing I learned was
that they were kids just like any other I had
m et from rich fam ilies in Mexico, Finland, and
that I shouldn’t t ry to behave any different
and just be m yself.
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Learning the language was one of the
exhaust ing and frust rat ing things I
experienced in the beginning. I felt like a
child not being able to express m y feelings
or part icipate in "serious conversat ions". I
couldn’t even talk in past tense! Not being
able to com m unicate with people m ade m e
som et im es so frust rated that I wanted to
cry! But that was m y first lesson here:
having to be pat ient and not to be too hard
with m yself.

I ’m so grateful to the teacher with whom I
was working: she was always ready to
answer m y quest ions about the kids,
Mexican culture, and was always there to
support m e when the job som et im es got
too hard.

I becam e very sensit ive, and on a bad day
even the sm allest thing could m ake m e cry.
Also, occasional hom e-sickness and
problem s with the foreign culture m ade
som e days harder than the others. On m y
last day we were both crying saying Good
bye.

The kids, who in the beginning were the
m ost difficult ones, becam e the ones that ,
in the end, I loved the m ost and will always
rem em ber. Seeing them grow m ore
confident and em ot ionally m ature m ade m e
feel so good and proud of them and m yself
too. And even though they m ight not know
it , they helped m e grow enorm ously. So
when it com es to learning, I ’ve done a lot of
it here.

Having to leave the culture you’ve worked
so m uch to adapt to is really difficult , but an
equally im portant part of intercultural
learning. And perhaps one of the hardest
lessons I st ill have to learn. I ’m st ill not
able to accept that I have to leave this
count ry that I ’ve learned to love so m uch.

Suvi Autosaari, Finnish volunteer in
Mexico

The key t o Cost a Rica

My nam e is Silja Dögg Baldursdót t ir ,
I celandic volunteer in Costa Rica. I want to
go back hom e! ! My first react ion to the
culture shock I experienced when I arrived
at m y new hom e. I t hit m e that the clean
and bug- free kitchens in I celand should not
be taken for granted. This was m y first
experience but after that it only got bet ter
and bet ter each day.

The Costa Rican people are very nice. They
always greet each other with a kiss and
fam ilies are very im portant to them . They
st ill have t radit ions such as no sex before
m arriage, and it was a real shock to m y
host m other when I told her that I have
been living with m y boyfriend in our own
apartm ent . But m y experience here has
shown m e that this only applies to the older
generat ion, since it seem s that the young
people here are not as innocent as they
claim .
I am very fortunate to be living with such a
nice fam ily, consist ing of a host m other,
father and one sister -  being included in
everything they plan really m akes m e feel
like a fam ily m em ber.

I work in a kinder garden for poor children.
I like m y work, the people that I work with
are great and the children are nice, m ost of
them at least .

Get t ing spit on or beaten is just a norm al
thing and after a m onth it does not surprise
you any m ore. But when a child walks to
you, hugs you and says I love you, runs up
to your arm s as soon as you arrive, or gives
you a big kiss goodbye when they leave,
then it gives you a whole other m eaning
and it m akes you feel that m aybe you’ve
done som ething good for hum anity.

Si l j a w i t h h er h ost f am i ly
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Being a volunteer in a foreign count ry, is
without a doubt the best school to learn about
different cultures. I t is not always easy. Often
you feel like a lit t le child since you are
learning new things everyday. Alm ost
everything is different from what you are
used to, even cleaning the laundry and doing
the dishes is done different ly from what I am
used to in I celand. But the three m onths I
have been here are certainly the best t im es of
m y life and I am looking forward to the next
three. As I tend to say: “Don’t get lost in
I celand, or your own count ry, get lost in a
foreign count ryJ ”

Silja Dögg Baldursdót t ir , I celander volunteer
in Costa Rica

Hey, what about int er cult ur al lear ning?

After m y arrival in august 2006 in Costa Rica
I had four weeks of orientat ion during which I
got to know all other new exchangees with
whom we could exchange first fears and could
talk excitedly about our com ing twelve m onth
in the natural paradise of Costa Rica.
First im pressions of cultural shock spread in
our heads from the chaos in the st reets of
San José, shout ing vendors, beggars,
different sm ells, parrots nibbling on telephone
cables, ice cream dripping down the hand of
a fascinated kid that watched st reet m usicians
playing t radit ional Costa Rican rhythm s.
After the first four weeks finally m y project
was about to begin. Mine was a kindergarten,
which provides educat ion and nut rit ional
support to kids from poor fam ilies. I spent m y
first days m aking fr iends with the children.
With t im e, I learned to m anage the difficult
edge of being there for m any kids and
different wishes at one t im e. I n spite of the
vicious circle of poverty in which they live,
their parents are hopeful and look for the best
for their children, good educat ion and a
chance for a bet ter life.
I am glad that I had the chance also to find
out about the condit ions in which their
fam ilies live.
Besides working with the children, I also have
household tasks, such as cleaning tables and
plates, paint ing room s & doors, installing
hooks, toilets, repair ing fences, etc. My work
is recognized with grateful thanks by the
staff.

I have constant interact ion with the staff. The
intensity of the intercultural dialogue depends
very m uch on the interest and the openness of
the persons I deal with. For exam ple, Ana-
Maria, our great  cook, is very fond of Germ any
and we often talk about the difference between
the two count ries.
Other are less interested and do not bother to
recognize the differences between cultures and
peoples. Yet , they, unknowingly, also take part
in m y process of intercultural learning, by
m ent ioning their feelings, their fears with
regard to the big changes the count ry has been
going through in the last twenty years.
The process of intercultural learning is not just
related to part icular cultural expressions, but
m ore to oneself as you go through the difficult
learning process of adapt ing to a different
culture. I n Germ any I thought I was open
m inded, tolerant , pat ient , and believed that I
would easily adapt to a new culture. But when I
got here at first I thought  that there were not
so m any differences, and som et im es I even
wondered if Costa Rica actually had an own
culture.
Everything you see on the st reets seem s to be
st rongly influenced by other cultures,
part icularly the North-Am erican.
I thus began to quest ion m yself, and realized
that I had to m ove beyond judgm ent and
accept people for what they are, with all the
differences and sim ilarit ies between Costa Rica
and Germ any.
I learned, that even if it seem s that there is no
dist inct culture, exact ly this can be the culture
of a count ry. I think that is the m ost im portant
recognit ion for m e was to discover the m any
different cultural influences in Costa Rican
society.

I ntercultural dialogue is not obvious, and at first
sight hard to find. What helps is being able to
speak the language, to be pat ient , and to
accept that unconsciously, all we do and say is
connected to our culture and to our own life and
past . I f we can keep this in m ind, the dialogue
between two or m ore worlds can begin and last
for ever.

Felix Engler, German volunteer in Costa
Rica



Fr om sandy beaches t o ice- cold Lakes

My nam e is Andrea Ruiz Velasco Garcia. I am a
I CYE Costa Rican exchange student at tending
high school in Finland. I am really enjoying this
experience, which I great ly value and will never
forget . I live in Hollola, a sm all nice town.
The beginning was a bit difficult because Finnish
people don't really com e up and talk to you, but
if you m ake the first step and approach them ,
then they are really recept ive. I n general they
are very nice, and in spite of com m unicat ion
problem s -  Finnish is a difficult language to
learn -  they t ry to explain things using their
hands and body language.

I am learning a lot about the Finnish culture in
m y school and host fam ily. I like it because it is
very different for m y culture, like the food, or
taking off your shoes when you enter the
house, or taking the sauna with all whole
fam ily, som ething that , to be honest , at the
beginning m ade m e feel very insecure. Now I
go with m y friends, m y host m other and sister
to the sauna together every night .
I am happy that m y host fam ily and friends are
interested in how life is in m y count ry.
Som et im es I wish I knew m ore about m y own
culture because I would like to share it with
other people. But I have experienced that it is
in a foreign count ry that you really start to
value m ore your culture, and want to know
m ore about it .

I had m any nice and unforget table
experiences but one of the st r iking one was
when, at the m id- term evaluat ion cam p,
while in the sauna, a Finnish gir l, asked who
wanted to join her to swim in the lake? I t
was in the night and was so cold outside. I
don't know how and why I agreed to that .
The water tem perature was 4° C, and it felt
like ice, but the feeling I had when I cam e
out was unbelievable – I felt the body
warm ing up quickly and it felt great .

Tim e goes by so fast… I am enjoying really
the winter, the people and the nature
covered with snow -  an am azing landscape.
I enjoy every m om ent . I am learning a lot
from m y experiences and am growing up as
a person.
Andrea Ruiz Velasco Garcia, Costa- rican
student in Finland
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News From International Organizations

A new gener at ion of EU pr ogr ammes -  
YOUTH I N ACTI ON pr ogr amme

More opportunit ies for young people with the
new YOUTH I N ACTI ON program m e (EN)
On 25th October 2006, the European
Parliam ent adopted the new "Youth in Act ion"
program m e. During 2007 -  2013, funding
support will be given to projects under the
following five headings:
-  Youth for Europe.
-  European Voluntary Service
-  Youth of the world
-  Youth workers and support system s
-  Support for policy cooperat ion in the field of
youth
The part icipat ion is open to a wide range of
young people, (between 15 and 28 years and,
in som e cases, between 13 and 30) , from
European Union and beyond.
For detailed inform at ion about this
program m e, please visit :
ht tp: / / ec.europa.eu/ dgs/ educat ion_culture/ ne
wprog/ index_en.htm l

REGI STER FOR ACT! SPEAK! BUI LD!
WEEK 2007 : 16- 22 Apr il

Act ! Speak! Build! Week is Habitat for
Hum anity's internat ional, student - init iated
week of advocacy. I t em powers young people
to educate them selves and their com m unit ies
and m ove people to social act ion. Young
people, ages 5 to 25, work in partnership with
local affiliates to plan and host events focused
on ending poverty housing. To learn m ore,
visit :
ht tp: / / www.habitat .org/ youthprogram s/ actsp
eakbuild

UNI CEF Voices of Yout h: GI RLS:
PROTECTED AND EMPOWERED

The 25th issue of What Young People are
Saying (www.unicef.org/ voy/ news ) , m ent ions
that the upcom ing State of the World’s Children
Report 2007, which UNI CEF will launch on 11
Decem ber on UNI CEF’s 60th anniversary, will
explore the im pact that violence and
discrim inat ion against wom en has on children.
This issue com plem ents the report by
discussing young people’s experiences with and
percept ions of violence and discrim inat ion
against gir ls, and their ideas for m aking sure
every gir l’s r ight to be protected and to develop
and grow to their greatest potent ial is fulfilled.
Young people speak out about discrim inat ion
against gir ls, gir ls in vulnerable situat ions, and
ideas for protect ing and em powering gir ls.
 For addit ional inform at ion, please contact
Voices of Youth : Tel: + 212-326-7050, e-m ail:
voy@unicef.org

New websit e f or Eur opean Year 2007

A new website for the “2007 European Year of
Equal Opportunit ies for All” is now online. I t
includes inform at ion on the them es and
object ives of the Year, and a wealth of pract ical
inform at ion on how the Year will be organised.
For those who want to get involved, the site
provides contact details of the Nat ional
I m plem ent ing Bodies. These organisat ions can
provide official endorsem ent for events and
act ivit ies ( 'm oral support ') and the right to use
the Year's logo. For m ore inform at ion, please
visit : 2007 European Year website
or
ht tp: / / ec.europa.eu/ em ploym ent_social/ eyeq/ in
dex.cfm ?cat_id= SPLASH
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UNESCO -  FI GHT FOR PEACE DOSSI ER
Building peace for the world is a st ruggle. Unesco’s
Social and Hum an Sciences Sector (SHS) renews
that fight each day in st r iving to build a culture of
peace. From hum an rights educat ion to conflict
prevent ion, through the Organizat ion’s act ivit ies for
the prom ot ion of dem ocracy and local governance,
UNESCO’s fight for peace is laid down in the
pream ble to its Const itut ion: “building the defences
of peace in the m inds of m en” .

The Dossiers crit ically looks at crucial quest ions
such:  I s dem ocracy the only m odel for conflict
resolut ion? What is hum an security? Why
prizes? What culture of peace in a world at war?
For m ore inform at ion, please go to:
ht tp: / / unesdoc.unesco.org/ im ages/ 0014/ 00148
9/ 148922E.pdf# 12 
For m ore inform at ion on the Social and Hum an
Sciences Sector, and in part icular the init iat ives
in the fields of hum an rights, peace and
dem ocracy, please consult
the website: www.unesco.org/ hum an_rights

News From NGOs

Peace I t Toget her NEWS
Unit ed Net wor k of Young Peacebuilder s

UNOY Peaceb u i ld er s is a global network of
young people and youth organisat ions act ive in
the field of peace building. Our m ain areas of
act ion are networking, t raining, em powerm ent
for act ion/ support to youth projects,
cam paigning and advocacy and pract ical
research on the role of youth in peace building.
UNOY Peacebuilders welcom es youth peace
init iat ives/ organisat ions and young peace
builders regardless of gender, ethnicity, social
class, religion, or any other dist inct ion. UNOY
Peacebuilders’ core act ivit ies are: Networking;
Training; Em powerm ent for Act ion; Advocacy
and Cam paigning; and Pract ical Research.
For m ore inform at ion please visit :
www.unoy.org or write to: cam paign@unoy.org

I nteract ive theat re, when used correct ly, can
be a very powerful tool for behaviour change.
This toolkit was designed for youth groups
and is largely based on a workshop held in
Uganda and organized by the Eastern African
Work Cam ps Associat ion (EWACA) that
brought together approxim ately 30 youth
volunteers from several Afr ican count ries,
Canada and I ndia to learn about the use of
interact ive theat re in response to HI V and
AI DS in English-speaking African count ries.
The toolkit includes a m anual, CD-ROM and
posters and is available to download. For
m ore inform at ion on this project including
sim ilar theat re m anuals developed for other
regions in Arabic, French and Spanish, click
here
(ht tp: / / portal.unesco.org/ en/ ev.php-
URL_I D= 12918&URL_DO= DO_TOPI C&URL_S
ECTI ON= 201.htm l )
or contact Ms. h.drobna@unesco.org.

Toolkit : AI DS and t heat r e: How can
t heat r e be used in r esponse t o HI V/ AI DS?

UNESCO an d t h e Coor d in at in g Com m i t t ee
f o r I n t er n at ion al Vo lu n t ar y Ser v ice
( CCI VS) have developed and released a toolkit
for youth in Africa on how to use theat re in HI V
and AI DS educat ion.

' Saf e Passages t o Adult hood' Pr ogr amme

Across the world, young people experience a
disproport ionate share of unplanned
pregnancies, sexually t ransm it ted infect ions,
including HI V and AI DS, and other sexual and
reproduct ive health problem s. Over the past
five years, the 'Safe Passages to Adulthood'
program m e (SPA), an init iat ive of the University
of London and the UK Departm ent for
I nternat ional Developm ent (DFI D) , has
invest igated new ways of understanding and
m eet ing the sexual and reproduct ive health
needs of young people in poorer count ry
set t ings.
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SPA has developed a series of program m e
developm ent resources aim ed at increasing
the capacity of policy-m akers, pract it ioners
and researchers working to prom ote young
people's sexual health. Available
publicat ions and toolkits include:

ð·ð A fram ework for act ion -  HI V/ AI DS
Prevent ion and Care am ong
especially vulnerable young people

ð·ð HI V prevent ion with especially
vulnerable young people -  case
studies of success and innovat ion

ð·ð Learning from what young people
say...about sex, relat ionships and
health

ð·ð Prom ot ing young people's sexual
and reproduct ive health; st igm a,
discrim inat ion and hum an rights

 These are free to download from the
research program m e's website at
www.safepassages.soton.ac.uk

"Be t he Change!" Pr ogr amme (BTC!)

Peace Ch i ld I n t er n at ion al  has created the
"Be the Change! " Program m e (BTC!) to
support young people under 25 years of age
with sm all grants of US$500 -  US$1,000 to
get involved in local com m unity act ion and
developm ent projects. Projects m ust be
genuinely youth- led with two experienced and
com m it ted adult m entors, and benefit the
com m unity rather than an individual need. All
projects m ust have m easures of achievem ent
( indicators) by which projects m ay be
evaluated. Projects m ay be either incom e-
generat ing ( funds to start up a sm all business
and creat ing jobs) or non- incom e generat ing
( for health, educat ion, environm ental clean-
up or com m unity im provem ent ) social
projects.
To apply, download the applicat ion form from
the website www.peacechild.org and send
proposals to the appropriate desk officer at
Peace Child I nternat ional before the deadline.
Deadline for applicat ions is March 31 2007.

How can youth interested in com m unity
service and cit izenship be bet ter supported?
Our World, an alliance of organisat ions
working on youth and global cit izenship
educat ion in different count ries, has
developed the World Youth I dent ity and
Cit izenship Survey, which aim s to capture
young people's thoughts and feelings
regarding their com m unit ies, their sense of
belonging, their polit ical and econom ic beliefs,
as well as their social and cultural
experiences.
2006 saw 3300 young people all over the
world part icipate in the survey, and the
results from last years' survey have gone
towards developing the 2007 version, which is
being conducted now. I t is open to all those
aged between 15 and 24. To com plete the
quest ionnaire and help the Our World Project
bet ter understand the views of youth in
different count ries, go to:
h t t p : / / w w w .ou r w or ld g ce.n et / cu r r en t act
iv i t ies.h t m

What ar e t he gr eat est pr oblems f aced by
t he wor ld t oday?

How do you relate to people from different
count ries and cultures who m ay have beliefs
that are different from yours?

Global Thir d Way: Becoming One wit h t he
Envir onment

Th i r d An n u al Glob al For u m –  Un i t ed
Nat ion s, New Yor k Ju n e 6 - 8 , 2 0 0 7
The Third Annual Global Forum will convene
at the United Nat ions Headquarters in New
York, USA, June 6-8, 2007, and will involve
400 young professionals and college age
students from various nat ional and
internat ional Universit ies, Colleges, and Civic
Organizat ions. The three-day event will focus
on Global Warm ing and Clim ate Change. The
part icipants will exam ine the problem of
global warm ing while focusing on exist ing
counterm easures, im plem entat ion st rategies,
and accom plishm ents. The program will also
include discussions about the weaknesses and
the st rengths of these m easures and their
im plem entat ion st rategies. For m ore
inform at ion, please visit : www.athgo.org

CI VI CUS Yout h Assembly 2007

“Building youth part icipat ion in internat ional
just ice debates...”

Glasgow, Scot land, from 23 -  27 May 2007 .
The Youth Assem bly will offer a unique
opportunity to m eet and work with other
young wom en and m en who are really m aking
changes to things that m at ter.
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ICYE PROGRAMME NEWS

” Wor ld Tour ism For um- Dest inat ions 2006 “
The third World Tourism Forum for Peace and
Sustainable Developm ent (Dest inat ions 2006)
took place in Porto Alegre, from Novem ber 29th
to Decem ber 2nd, 2006. The m ain aim of the
World Tourism Forum is to im prove life
condit ions of people, com m unit ies, regions and
nat ions through sustainable tourism . As in
previous edit ions of the Forum , youth played an
im portant role -  150 youngsters from various
organizat ions and associat ions from Brazil and
m any other count ries at tend the four-day
sum m it . I CYE Brazil staff together with local
and foreign volunteers part icipated in the four
days of the Sum m it , part icularly in the work
shop in charge of preparing the final
declarat ion, and enhancing the Forum ’s visibilit y
through graffit i, blogs, and video coverage.
The m ain them es were: biodiversity
preservat ion, social and econom ic developm ent ,
valuing cultural diversity, creat ion of condit ions
for world peace and the fight against sexual
exploitat ion of children and teenagers.
Mr. Gilberto Gil, Minister of Culture, and a well
known Brazilian singer, com poser and poet
closed Dest inat ions 2006 by saying: “Tourism
exists only because of culture. People t ravel
because they want to com m unicate and interact
with other peoples” .
For m ore inform at ion, please visit :
ht tp: / / www.dest i-nat ions.net / dest inat ions2006

I NTERNATI ONAL VOLUNTEER DAY AND
WALK FOR PEACE 2006

On the I nternat ional Volunteer Day, 5 Decem ber
2006, ABI C/ I CYE Brazil, together with UNESCO,
local and regional authorit ies, and a num ber of
NGOs from Rio Grande do Sul, celebrated with a
Walk for Peace.
 The Walk aim ed to prom ote every aspect of
voluntarism , based on the convict ion that
voluntary act ions enhance universal values
prom ot ing: respect of all hum an rights; respect
of life and dignity without any types of prejudice
and discrim inat ion; reject ion of any type of
violence; respect of freedom of expression and
cultural diversity; sustainable developm ent ; and
tolerance and solidarity am ong people.

I t will also give young people a program and
a space to develop and com m it to act ion
internat ionally.

Youth Assem bly delegates will also go on to
at tend, as full delegates, the CI VI CUS World
Assem bly where they will have a voice and
opportunity to m eet and influence som e of
the world's leading NGOs, groups and
individuals who are com m it ted to the creat ion
of a m ore just and equitable world.

For m ore inform at ion, please visit
www.civicusyouth.org

I CYE KENYA at Wor ld Social For um (WSF)

' An o t h er W or ld is Possib le! ' –
You t h Par t i cip at ion at t h e W SF 2 0 0 7
(20 to 25 January 2007, Nairobi, Kenya)

The 7th edit ion of the WSF will brought the world
to Africa as act ivists, social m ovem ents,
networks, coalit ions and young people from all
over the world and all corners of the African
cont inent gather in Nairobi, Kenya for five days of
discussions and celebrat ion.
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I CYE Kenya part icipated at the WSF as a m em ber
of Voluntary Associat ions Consort ium of Kenya
(VASCO), um brella body for voluntary
organizat ions in Kenya.
During the Forum we focused on showing the role
of voluntary organizat ions in prom ot ing
sustainable developm ent in Kenya. I CYE Kenya
used this opportunity to showcase and prom ote
its different program s and how they cont inue to
help the com m unit ies where they are based.

VASCO held a workshop on the 23rd January
2007, where all it s m em bers got an opportunity
to present what each organizat ion is involved in.
During the workshop we sensit ised the people
present about the project we are undertaking of
rehabilitat ing Nairobi River Basin.

I nt er cult ur al Dialogue Conf er ence and
Exhibit ion

22-23 Novem ber 2006 -  Brussels. The project
“Youth and European Solidarity – EU SEE
m ult ilateral EVS project on Refugees, Hum an
Rights and Reconciliat ion” , coordinated by the
I CYE I nternat ional Office (June 2004 -March
2005) was chosen as an exam ple of best
pract ice in the field of intercultural dialogue,
and was presented at the above m ent ioned
events organised by the DG for Educat ion
and Culture (DG-EAC) of the European
Com m ission.

Andreas Schwab, representat ive of the I CYE
I nternat ional Office and Neda Ahchieva,
form er EVS volunteer from Macedonia who
part icipated in this project , at tend both in the
conference and the exhibit ion. The conference
provided a plat form for discussions on the
best ways to integrate intercultural dialogue
into act ions at nat ional, regional and
European level, for policy m akers, educat ion
and t raining pract it ioners, and, in part icular,
young people.

From 21 to 24 Novem ber, an exhibit ion of 29
m odels of best pract ice supported by the
program m es/ init iat ives of DG EAC showed
how intercultural dialogue can be integrated
throughout society. These events were also
seen as int roduct ion to the preparat ions of
the European Year of I ntercultural Dialogue
(2008) .

“10 year s of solidar it y and
act ive cit izenship”

Under this m ot to, on 26-27 Novem ber 2007,
180 guests celebrated the 10 th anniversary of
the European voluntary Service in Brussels,
organized by the European Com m ission (DG
Educat ion and Culture) .

The event had a m arked polit ical profile, and
was at tended by alm ost 100 form er
volunteers, EVS sending, host and
coordinat ing organisat ions, nat ional
m inist r ies, YOUTH Nat ional Agencies, m any
m ore stakeholders. Mem bers of the European
Parliam ent , Com issioner Ján Figel, and
Com m ission Vice President Margot Wallst röm .

The program m e included a solem n plenary
m eet ing with welcom e speech of
Com m issioner Figel and panel discussions
between form er volunteers, organisat ions and
polit icians as well as table discussion on
different EVS aspects. The I CYE I nternat ional
Office part icipated in a round table discussion
and presented “The EVS experience of a
European network” , focusing on the im pact
that EVS had for I CYE in expanding the
geographic scope of I CYE’s act ivit ies, building
up new partnerships, launching them at ic
cam paigns across Europe, and reaching out to
young people with fewer opportunit ies.

TC Act ive Cit izenship in Yout h Wor k

My nam e is Marie Elisa Alm eida, an I CYE
volunteer from Brazil working at the I CYE
I nternat ional Office. I had the pleasure to
at tend a t raining course on “European
Cit izenship , organized by AFSAI / I CYE I taly
and the Georgina Youth Organisat ion ERTOBA
in Tbilisi, Georgia, from the 11 th to the 19 th

of Novem ber 2007.
The object ive of the course was to discuss the
m eanings of cit izenship in different count ries
and the various concepts and understanding
of what would European Citzenship is,
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Gr ou p p ict u r e o f Tr ain in g Cou r se in Tb i l i s i

from the perspect ive of European Union
m em ber count ries and those that m ay join it in
the future. The part icipants also had the
opportunity to experience and learn a lot about
the local culture, for, besides the several
presentat ions and excursions, there were
act ivit ies that encouraged the part icipants to go
out and m ake contact with local people,
inquir ing about what were their thoughts on
hum an rights. Part icipants could also plan new
Act ion 2 projects, to be subm it ted in the
Nat ional Agencies in February 2007.

Tr aining cour se on Volunt eer Managment in
I nt er nat ional Yout h Or ganisat ions”

Chisinau, Moldova / 07-13 Decem ber 2006. The
aim s of this t raining organized by the I CYE
I nternat ional Office in cooperat ion with the
Moldovan partner organisat ion ADVI T were
twofold: 1) to enable partner organisat ions in
EU and in EECA count ries to im prove the quality
of m anagem ent of volunteers under the EVS
program m e schem e, and 2) to share knowledge
and expert ise on how to recruit , retain and
recognize volunteers within their dist inct
nat ional/ local st ructures and contexts.

The sem inar was also an opportunity to assess
the im pact of voluntary service program m es in
the respect ive host com m unit ies and develop
st rategies for raising their status by prom ot ing
visibilit y and recognit ion of volunteer work.

The program m e included t ransfer of know-how,
workshops as well as project visits to two EVS
host organisat ions: a child care cent re (Sm all
Group Hom e) and to a refugee cent re (Main
Direct ion of Refugees) , providing first hand
inform at ion by the respect ive volunteers and
hosts and m ult iple learning opportunit ies for the
part icipants.

The rich cultural and social program m e
organized by ADVI T included an intercultural
evening with cultural presentat ions by all
part icipants, a visit to the fam ous Moldovan
Milest ii Mici wine cellar and a visit to a charity
Christm as’ Bazar where a charm ing group of
EVS volunteers (hosted current ly by ADVI T)
had their own stand, offering inform at ion about
their volunteering act ivit ies in Moldova,
present ing their hom e count ries (France,
Sweden, and Poland) , and offering self-m ade
sweets, drinks and jewellery to the
internat ional visitors and to the local
com m unity.

“Yout h Unit ed Against Violence”

The I CYE I nternat ional Office, the Cent ral
Am erican Alliance for prevent ion of youth
violence – CCPVJ and APREDE - Asociacion
para la prevent ion del delito, joint ly ran a
t raining course ent it led “You t h Un i t ed
ag ain st v io len ce” for youth workers in 5 EU
and 5 Cent ral Am erican/ Carribean count ries
from 9th to 15th February 2007, in Ant igua
Guatem ala. The course was supported by the
Youth Program m e of the European Union.
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ICYE FEDERATION STAFF NEWS

New ICYE National Correspondents

ð·ð United Kingdom: Cat UDAL (Ms)

ICYE CALENDAR OF EVENTS

16 - 18 March 2007: Preparation Meeting of EVS Project “Exploring the potential of young volunteers in
HIV/Aids Education and Prevention in EU and SEE countries” , Berlin, Germany

18 - 24 March 2007: International Training Seminar on Intergenerational Programmes, organised by
ICJA/ICYE Germany and the ICYE International Office, Berlin, Germany. Supported by the YOUTH
Programme of the European Union.

24 – 30 March 2007: ICYE European Association se4minar on “M³ - Management, Marketing and Money for
International Youth Exchange Organisations” Thessaloniki, Greece.

20 thru 22 April 2007: ICYE European Association seminar on „Developing Organisational Management to
Ensure Multicultural Understanding and Promote Inclusion“, Aarhus, Denmark.

18 – 21 May 2007: Final Evaluation for Volunteers of the EVS Multilateral Project in EU and SEE Countries
“Youth Dialogue and Local Development”, Berlin, Germany. Supported by the YOUTH Programme of the
European Union

1 - 4 June 2007: Final Evaluation for Volunteers of the EVS Multilateral Project in EU and EECA countries
“Europe and Human Rights – Young People Volunteering in Sensitive Contexts”, Berlin, Germany. Supported
by the YOUTH Programme of the European Union

I t aim ed at building up the capacity of youth
organisat ions and of agencies/ networks
specialized on youth violence prevent ion and to
enable them to cooperate with each others in
providing volunteering and non- form al learning
opportunit ies to young people, with part icular
focus on the European Voluntary Service
program m e.

The program m e included inputs by experts,
t ransfer of know-how, discussion groups and
workshops as well as a project visit to a youth
cent re involved in violence prevent ion
cam paigns in Guatem ala City and test im onies
by form er youth gang m em bers. An official
recept ion at the Minist ry of Culture in the
Nat ional Palace was followed by a field
excursion to “La Linea” a neighbourhood badly
affected by youth gang violence.

Part icipants from EU and Lat in Am erican
count ries expressed their concern regarding the
increase of violence part icularly in Cent ral
Am erica, and their m ot ivat ion to cooperate with
each others in providing challenging and
m eaningful non- form al learning opportunit ies to
socially excluded young people by im plem ent ing
EVS projects related to this field of work.

“ I CYE and EVS Pr ogr am 2007- 2013”

From 28th February to March 2nd 15
representat ives of European Nat ional
Com m it tees m et in Brussels, Belgium , to take
stock of the past im plem entat ion of EVS and to
share inform at ion and plans about the new 7
years cycle of EVS and the Youth in Act ion
Program m e. Very inform at ive m eet ings were
also held with Mr. Jens Mester, Ms Peggy
Geneve of the European Com m ission and Ms
Cecilia Lo Piparo-Liljegren of the Educat ion &
Culture Execut ive Agency (EACEA).

“ I n Memor iam of Rev. Sim- Kian Lim”

Rev. Robert (Sim -Kian) Lim , the founder of
I CYE Taiwan passed away on Decem ber 14,
2006 in a hospital in Tai-Dong city, Taiwan.
Rev. Lim devoted a great part of his life to
I CYE Taiwan and helped hundreds of young
people to realise their dream to discover the
wide world. Thanks to Rev. Lim m any young
people's lives are forever changed. Pastor
Lim , you'll be great ly m issed for a long long
t im e.
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